‘Beat up’ gas station
takosabaathg
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‘The long-closed Chevron gas station ac
the comer of 56th Street and Chicagn
Avenue has taken a beating - Breralky.
Armed with hardhats and sledgeham-
mers residents dnd city Jeaders knocked -
I:nduwlnﬂh:uumunllhchmﬂpn

and dust flew through the air Residents
cheered.

Tt wash't exactly a groundbeeaking cere-
meony but the intone was the sume. ‘Iuwﬂll
ithe ciry has named a another developer to
create a new downtown, city leaders want
10 gt stamed on their downtown dream.

“We did not want io wait,"said Mayor Joc

muummhmk- of

the gas station, serding
“This is a chance 1o take

tioms,” sakd city spokcsman Michael Dunn,
addressing the audience,

After Affront] pounded on the buikling, -

the members of the City Council lined up,

ready to take a chunk out of the bullding.
“Wie mary not need a bulldozer when this

s done” Dunn said as nerdy 3 dozen people

lined up to ke 2 swing at the bricks and

The THE Group will be in charge of fully
demolishing the ﬂt,dnﬂngkmnﬂzmr
for the downtown development project.

Aficr cveryone ook their shots at the
building, reskdents began o disperse, some
taking chunks of the building with them as
SOUVETIrS,

Simant Rimbey, a Temple Terrice resident
and supporter of the redevelopment proj-

He sald that he was mocvated to strike
the wall and had worked on construction
sites in the past, which led to his powerful

Pinnacle/Ram was selected ar a special
council meeting on O¢t, 12, Coundil mem-
bers said their local ties to the community
] theeir detailed plan for the dowmiown
site were key components for why ity lead-
s selected them,

Peck, who represcats the finms, i a
“TTemiple Terrace area resident and atcnds o
church in the city. He also coaches a local
foothall team that inchudes Affronti's grand-
WL

The déveloper plans to establish a gric
system of roads in the downiown area -

Street and Bullard Parkway and heading
south to the Hillshorosgh River.

The grid system would create blocks to
develop on, allowing for flexibility in the
project, Peek told the council during the
firm's prescntation eartier in the month.

make changes to the plan withowt having

in line with marker pressures - such as resi-

dential and commercial needs.

Just before the pounding of the Chevron
‘station, Peck told the audicnce that his firm
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‘and working with the city,

“50 fae, 50 good.” he said,



